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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Saturday, Feb. 2
Groundhog Day

Monday, Feb. 4
7:00 pm Christian
Education Committee
Monday, Feb. 11
6:00 pm Commission
of Elders
Thursday, Feb. 14
Valentine’s Day

Saturday, Feb. 16
10:00 am Joint Board meets
with Dave Bennett
Monday, Feb. 18
6:00 pm Commission
of Trustees
Monday, Feb. 25
6:00 pm Diner’s Club at
The Olive Garden
Sunday, Mar. 10
Daylight Savings Begins

Tuesday, Mar. 12
Shrove Tuesday
Wednesday, Mar. 13
Ash Wednesday

The Wisdom of Pixar
Disney’s Pixar has a massive amount of great movies. In those movies, many nuggets of
wisdom can be found. I am currently thinking about two little nuggets of wisdom from
Finding Dory:
“When life gets you down, you know what you gotta do? Just keep swimming.” - Dory
“When something is too hard … there is always another way.” - Charlie (Dory’s Dad)
These quotes are probably the two most famous. “Just keep swimming” was introduced
in Finding Nemo. And “When something is too hard … there is always another way,” is
introduced by Charlie in Finding Dory. Sometimes life throws situations at you that leave
you feeling lost and helpless. And circumstances may seem like they are impossible, but
there are alternate solutions. If Plans A and B don’t work, there are still 24 more letters in
the alphabet.
Both of these quotes remind me of Hebrews 12:1, that reads: “Let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us.” No one said the race was going to be an easy
jog. It turns out the race is a long, grueling, Spartan Obstacle Race. Complete with walls,
mud, and fire. But we do not run the race alone. The Hebrews scripture continues,
reminding us that there is a great cloud of witnesses cheering us on, encouraging us to
keep going. We are reminded to throw off the sin that entangles us. The race is easier
when sin doesn’t weigh us down. The last thing that the Hebrews scripture gives us to help
run our race is the reminder that we are to stay focused. We are to keep our eyes on
Jesus.
Kelly Balarie writes, “When our eyes are on Christ, they are not on the world. And,
when our eyes are on the world, they are not on Christ.” When your eyes aren’t
on Jesus, they aren’t focused on the race—leading us to places and situations wherein we
never wanted to be.
When the race gets hard,
keep going, keep your eyes
fixed on Christ. Christ will show
us another way.

- Pastor Sayward
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Average Attendance in Worship
December 2018 — 5 Sundays: 34.6
December 2017 — 4 Sundays: 49.6
January 2019 — 3 Sundays: 36.67
January 2018 — 4 Sundays: 39.25

Moravian News Briefs

Offerings: Nov. 18-Jan. 27
General: $13,947.87
Dividends: $2.86
Thanksgiving: $110.00
Daily Texts: $49.50
Christmas: $30.00
Initial: $72.00
Refurbishing Fund: $235.00
Smith Book: $46.00
Flowers: $85.00
Food Pantry: $750.00
Parking: $350.00
Memorials: $150.00
Joyful Noise: $95.00
Sensory Room Donation: $300.00
Wedding Donation: $150.00

Elders Report
The Elder's reviewed worship services and Christmas Eve
Service. We discussed the new start time of 6:00 pm for
the Christmas Eve service and decided that it seemed to
work better and noticed more families attending with
young children.
Sayward suggested having CEC
responsibilities combined with Elders due to same CEC
members now on the Elder's Board and a smaller
congregation. The Elder’s feel that it would be OK to
take on the CEC duties. Sayward will discuss with the
CEC. Lenten Study was planned which will be held
during worship services. The study will be on the topics
of Worry and Anxiety and Fruits of the Spirit. Church
Council will be held on Sunday, January 27 after
worship. During the Open Floor we will let everyone
know about the special meeting with Dave Bennett and
the Joint board to be held in February. This meeting is
being held to discuss the future of First due to the
decline in attendance. There will be no February
Festival held this year. Sayward would like to have a
"Wishlist" insert that would be put in the pews and also
to have it available at Christmas Eve service. She will be
gathering information for the "Wishlist" and getting it
ready to put in the pews.

The Spiritual Formation Ministry Team is sponsoring a
workshop, “Be the Church.” This workshop is for
pastors, Elders, Trustees, and Mission Committee
members. Participants will explore the biblical basis for
mission service within local communities, including
testimonies from church leaders who have already
coordinated successful “Be the Church” days in their
own communities, learn about Mission InSite (a
program that aids in identifying opportunities for local
mission service), and receive the necessary tools to
prepare, encourage and develop a “Be the Church” day
in your own neighborhood.
The workshop for the Penn-Mar region will be held at
Lancaster Moravian Church, April 27 from 9 AM to 1 PM.
Cost is $10 per person and includes a lunch following
the program. You may register AT THE LATEST one week
prior to the event. Registration forms can be found in
the church office. Please ask Pastor Sayward or Chris
Dobron for copies. Questions? Call or email Marie
Couts, mcouts@sbcglobal.net, Cell: 330-401-1212.
+++++++++++++++++++

You can still continue to help support all Moravian
disaster relief efforts by sending your donations to:
Board of World Mission, 1021 Center Street, Bethlehem,
PA 18018. You may also make your donation online at
http://moravianmission.org/give and click on the green
“Donate Now” link at the top of the page.

Trustees Report
The Trustees have accepted the following policies from
Morgan Stanley in reference to our finances: 1) First
Moravian Church of York, PA Investment Policy
Statement; 2) First Moravian Church of York, PA
Spending Policy Statement. Copies of both can be found
in the church office.
Under old business, the cement work at the
parsonage, the cement work to repair the window well
at the church, and replacing the cellar door in the Annex
has been placed on hold until Spring.

Food Pantry
Please remember our Food Pantry needs: pre-packaged food items, such as granola/energy/cereal bars, peanut
butter crackers, snack-sized fruit cups, peanut butter, ramen soups, tuna/chicken salad snacks-to-go. Also personal
hygiene items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, and soap. And clean grocery bags.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!!!
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2018 Church Council News
Church Council was convened on Sunday, January 27, 2019 following a very tasty
and filling lunch (thank you, Jacob Sprenkle! And your kitchen helpers, the Sprenkle
family—Larry, Jeannette, Lance, Diane, Ruth Seiple and Kathy McDannell! Thank you
to John Knokey for table set-ups!). The Comparative Financial Statement for 2018
presented by treasurer Wanda Hendricks, was reviewed and accepted. All Provincial
and Eastern District Assessments were paid in full, a total of 14,920.05. Our total
2018 total income was $135,082.06, which included monies transferred from the
Morgan Stanley account ($20,000), the C. Fahs March Estate ($2,000) and a $9,000
Grant reimbursement for the Sensory Room which helped us meet our Provincial
and Eastern District Assessments.
The Proposed Budget for 2019 is $148,159.38, an increase of $11,142.83 from the
2018 actual budget with an anticipated income of approximately that of last year’s
at $98,316.56
An accurate accounting of current membership roles by Pastor Sayward reflected
a total of 107 members, compared to the 117 members recorded in 2017. This new
figure has affected our assessments for next year at $12,743, a decrease of $2,177
from previous.
Elected to the Commission of Elders for a 3-year term was Linda Rishel with the
Elders given the authority to appoint a second member. Tim Rishel was elected for 3
-year term to the Commission of Trustees with the Trustees given the authority to
appoint a second member. Jeff Rishel was appointed to serve on the Christian Education Committee.
In other business, there was an open floor discussion of the future of First. For
the past three years, the Joint Board has been discussing the future of First and the
many factors indicating a decline—drops in worship and Sunday School attendance,
a decrease in giving, and loss of members. Council attendees were separated into
three groups to discuss three primary questions:
1) In the light of indicated decline, what in your opinion could keep FMC’s ministry
going and/or what could conclude it? Some felt a revival and focused prayer was
in need, others felt it was our stubborn determination to keep our doors open,
taking our monies down to the penny. However, it was pointed out also that
there is a general fear of coming into the city. Also, we have not drawn new
members through the Food Pantry or the Sensory Room.
2) Are there things we should be pursuing to help the ministry at FMC continue?
Some felt a merger with Covenant could be a possibility—a shared ministry &
worship by alternating locations; also some suggested becoming a “satellite”
congregation, keeping the congregation physically at FMC but we would financially be attached to a stronger congregation (i.e., Lititz or Bethlehem). It was
also brought to the Council’s attention that Marie Couts has a program in place
(continued on page 4)

Worship Wednesday!
Check out First’s Facebook page on Wednesdays!
Every Wednesday there will be a
“mini” personal worship devotion to get you
through the rest of the week!

February
Lectors
Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb. 17
Feb. 24

Bryan Bailey
Christine Dobron
Cliff Rowell
Heidi Robinson

February
Children’s Chat
Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb. 17
Feb. 24

Pastor Sayward
John Knokey
Pastor Sayward
Pastor Sayward

February Ushers
Volunteers are needed

February
Nursery Staff
As-needed basis

February
Gatekeepers
Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb. 17
Feb. 24

Lance Sprenkle
Gary Paules
Jeff Rishel
Larry Sprenkle
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(Council News - continued from page 3)

that can provide tools and aids to assist us. More advertising, the creation of an Easter Putz and the
creation of a Youth Ministry were also suggested.
3) If FMC would close in the next three years, what would you do? Many responses were to go “church
shopping:” or join Covenant Moravian.
The Joint Board will be meeting with Dave Bennett on January 16th to review these questions and the
views and suggestions expressed during Council.

**INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY**
In the event of forecasted severe winter weather:
 Sundays: A notice will be placed on the Church’s homepage (www.yorkfirstmoravian.org),
Facebook, 90.3 FM WJTL radio, and on the church phone greeting no later than 8:00 am Sunday
morning.
 Weekdays: If all York Area schools are closed, the church office will be closed and all activities cancelled. If school starts on a delayed schedule, call the church office (717.843.2239), Pastor Sayward
(717.880.8329), or check the website and Facebook for any schedule changes or cancellation
of evening activities.

Unity Offering Sunday, March 3, 2019
March 1st is observed as the founding of the Unitas Fratrum and the first Sunday in March (March 3, 2019) is the
Prayer Day for Unity Work and the Sunday when the Unity Offering is received.
This year the Unity Offering has been designated for a church building in the Assam Province of India, as part of the
Moravian Mission in South Asia. The Moravian Mission in South Asia is made up of growing communities across India
and Nepal, from remote rural villages to major cities. In Assam, the work is based from Binnakandi with work
continuing to develop in Latingkhal and Haflong. Haflong is a Hill station , about 5 hours from Binnakandi by road. The
community originally built a bamboo church to meet in, however, it has started to subside down the hillside. The 2019
Unity Prayer Day offering will be committed to the building of a permanent Church and facilities that will enable the

Joyful Noise Offering to Benefit Youth Mission
January’s Joyful Noise offering will be going toward funding a summer mission trip to Fry’s Valley Moravian Church in
New Philadelphia, OH. Abby Wurzbach, along with a few other Moravian youths, will travel there to work with the
church’s Rural Immersion Ministry. All monies received will help defray the cost of van rental, gasoline, food, and a
general donation to Fry’s Valley’s Rural Immersion Ministry. We wish Abby and her friends a safe journey and a rich,
rewarding experience with the Rural Immersion project min Ohio. We look forward to hearing all about the mission
trip later this year!

Newsbriefs Within Our Community
Coffee and More York C.A.R.E.S. for the Homeless recently opened the Coffee Spot, a safe and comfortable place
where people dealing with homelessness can gather to rest and relax. Located at 114 S. Duke St., the Coffee Spot is
open Monday through Friday from 1:00—2:30 pm. Mail and other services are also available there.
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Birthdays
Feb. 2
Feb. 4
Feb. 7
Feb. 17
Feb. 19
Feb. 23
Feb. 24
Feb. 27

Anita (Sue) Paules
Jim Rabine
Paul Shouck
Cliff Rowell
Rev. Norman Prochnau
Joan Henkelmann
Myla Robinson
Jennifer (Lehigh) Heffner

Anniversaries
Feb. 12 Cameron & Sherry Campanella
Feb. 12 Timothy & Annette Tyson
Feb. 14 Jeffrey & Linda Rishel

Prayer Concerns
Members and Friends
Amy Ardison (Betsy Senft’s sister)
Jeanne Barshinger
Miriam Boll
Don & Audris Eckert
Marie Enterline
Mary Jones
Peg & John Knaub
Glenn & Cheri Miley
Kathie Nicholas

Sue Paules
Samuel Pauley
Stanley Remley
Karrie Rishel
Cliff & Elaine Rowell
Ruth & Clair Seiple
Wes Senft
Lewis Swartz

Shut-Ins
Jeanne Barshinger
Miriam Boll

Marie Enterline
Lewis Swartz

Diners’ Club
Please consider joining our delightful little group — and bring a friend or two for some quality mingling with fellow
Christians!
February 25 — Olive Garden
March 25 — Tokyo Diner
April 21 — Longhorn Steakhouse
May 27—Memorial Day—No Diner’s Club
June 24 — Metro DIner
July 22 — Marino’s
August 26 — Red Lobster
September 23 — Logan’s
October 28 — Applebee’s
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Family Corner
Two essentials for families during the winter: Hot Chocolate and Marshmallows! Add a movie or a board game, and
you have a winter family night that can help banish cabin fever!

Super-Thick Hot Chocolate
(by Ann Burrell)
Ingredients
3 C whole milk
1 C evaporated milk
1/2 t pure vanilla extract
1/4 C unsweetened cocoa powder
1/4 C sugar
2 T cornstarch
Pinch of ground cinnamon
Directions
In a saucepan, combine the whole milk, evaporated milk and vanilla and warm over low heat. Combine the cocoa
powder, sugar, cornstarch and cinnamon in a bowl. Whisk the cocoa mixture into the warm milk mixture until smooth.
Bring to a boil, frequently whisking to prevent it from scorching. Remove the hot chocolate from the heat just after it
has come to a boil. The mixture should be super rich and thick!

Homemade Marshmallows
Ingredients
1/4 C confectioners’ sugar
1/4 C cornstarch
Cooking spray
3/4 C water, divided
1 t vanilla extract
Two .25-oz packets of unflavored gelatin powder
3/4 C granulated sugar
1/2 C light corn syrup
1/8 t kosher salt
Directions:
Special equipment: a candy thermometer
In a small bowl, combine confectioners’ sugar and cornstarch. Coat an 8-inch square or 9-inch square baking dish with
cooking spray and dust the bottom and sides with half of the confectioners’ sugar mixture. Pour any excess mixture
back into the bowl.
In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with a whisk attachment, combine 1/2 C water and the vanilla extract. Sprinkle
the gelatin over the liquid.
In a small saucepan, stir together the granulated sugar, corn syrup, salt and the remaining 1/4 C of water. Clip on a
candy thermometer. Heat the mixture over medium-high heat until it reaches 240°F then remove from heat. Turn the
mixer on low and drizzle the sugar mixture in a slow and steady stream down the side of the bowl. Once the entire
mixture is in, gradually increase the speed to high and mix until lukewarm and fluffy, 7-10 minutes. While the mixer is
running, grease a rubber spatula and have that standing by the mixer as well as the prepared pan.
Using the greased spatula, scrape the mixture unto the pan and spread it out evenly. Dust the top with half of the
remaining confectioners’ sugar mixture. You can then use your hands to flatten further and even out the mixture. Of
the squares with the remaining sugar mixture. Let mixture sit for 1 hour. Cut into squares and dust the edges of the
squares wuth the remaining sugar mixture. *** You can also try using cookie cutters for shaped marshmallows!***
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Phone: 717.843.2239
Check out our NEW website!
www.yorkfirstmoravian.org
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2019 Watchword
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation
from day to day.
Psalm 96:2

