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The
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Sunday, Sept. 30
Covered Dish
Snack & Yak
following worship
Saturday, Oct. 6
1:30 pm Family
Picnic & Hike,
Rudy Park
Dogs Welcome!
Sunday, Oct. 7
10:30 am World Wide
Communion Sunday
Monday, Oct. 8
Columbus Day
Saturday, Oct. 13
2:00 pm–until?
Pig Gig at the
Wurzbachs, Brogue, PA

Autumn Days
As you sip on a pumpkin latte or prepare to head to the pumpkin patch or maybe even
make a pumpkin pie, consider the God who made the seasons. Slow down to watch the
colors change. Walk slower to the car to feel the cool breeze kiss you on the cheeks. Fall
into deeper devotion of the creator.

A Prayer for Autumn Days
by Joyce Rupp
(Taken from May I Have This Dance?, published by Ave Maria Press)

God of the seasons,
there is a time for everything;
there is a time for dying and a time for rising.
We need courage to enter into
the transformation process.
God of autumn,
the trees are saying goodbye to their green,
letting go of what has been.
We, too, have our moments of surrender,
with all their insecurity and risk.
Help us to let go when we need to do so.

Saturday, Oct. 20
5:00 pm Covered
Dish & Candle
Wrapping in
Fellowship Hall

God of fallen leaves
lying in colored patterns on the ground,
our lives have their own patterns.
As we see the patterns of our own growth,
may we learn from them.

Sunday, Oct. 28
10:30 am
Kick Off for
Operation
Christmas Child

God of misty days and harvest moon nights,
there is always the dimension of mystery
and wonder in our lives.
We need to recognize your power-filled presence.
May we gain strength from this.

Wednesday, Oct. 31
Halloween
Sunday, Nov. 4
Daylight Savings
Time Ends—
Turn Clocks
Back!

God of harvest wagons and fields of ripened grain,
many gifts of growth lie within the season of our surrender.
We must wait for harvest in faith and hope.
Grant us patience when we do not see the blessings.
(continued on page 4)

—Pastor Sayward
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Average Attendance in Worship
September 2018 — 5 Sundays: 37.5
September 2017 — 4 Sundays: 46
Offerings: August 29-Sept. 16
General: $5,382.00
Refurbishing Fund: $277.00
Joyful Noise (Ahuas Clinic): $901.23
Smith Book: $50.00
Parking: $150.00
Dividends: $2.86
Music Ministry: $27.46
Play Group Donation: $300.00
Tour Donation: $10.00

***NO ELDERS REPORT AVAILABLE***

Trustees Report
The Trustees had a productive meeting on Sept. 17th.
The items discussed were as follows:
• Finances including the Smith Barney portfolio are
being adjusted so that First’s investments can be
spread out over each coming year.
• Brown’s was contacted about repairing the broken
windows in the Fellowship Hall, the second floor of
the CEC/Sunday School wing, and the window in the
restroom of the Annex.
• Carbon monoxide detectors will be purchased and
installed in the parsonage.
• First will be renewing the copier lease with IMPAX.
• Parking lot lines will be finished.
• Several lighting concerns were addressed.
• The replacement of the door to the annex basement
as well as some concrete work is being addressed
and estimates will be forthcoming.
• The boards on the ceiling of the front outdoor
entrance of the church will be completed.
• The Trustees are researching snow removal for the
winter months.

Food Pantry

Please remember our Food Pantry needs: prepackaged food items, such as granola/energy/cereal bars,
peanut butter crackers, snack-sized fruit cups, peanut
butter, ramen soups, tuna/chicken salad snacks-to-go.
Also personal hygiene items such as toothbrushes,
toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, and soap. And clean
grocery bags.
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Moravian News Briefs
The Board of World Mission is asking for donations
to help their outreach ministry, the Moravian Disaster
Response, continue their recovery efforts in the U.S.
Virgin Islands and Port Arthur, TX, those areas which
were hardest hit by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma last
year.
Please also pray for those along the Eastern United
States, especially in North & South Carolina, who are
recovering from the aftermath of Hurricane Florence.
Mr. Don Britt, vice-chair of the Board of Elders at
Covenant Moravian Church in Wilmington, NC, reports
no major damage to the exterior of the building,
however he and most members of the congregation
evacuated during the storm and have not yet been able
to return to their homes to fully determine the extent of
damages to the church and their homes.
Donations can be made online by going to
moravianmission.org/give. Please use the online giving
form, and in comments, designate the donation for
“Moravian Disaster Response.” Donations can also be
sent directly to Board of World Mission, 1021 Center
Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018. In the memo line of any
checks, please write “Moravian Disaster Response.”

Br. Brian Dixon, pastor of Lake Auburn Moravian
Church in Victoria, MN, has accepted the call to serve as
pastor of the Emmaus Moravian Church in Emmaus, PA.
He will conclude his ministry at Lake Auburn on
February 24, 2019 and be installed at Emmaus on March
3, 2019.
Graceham Moravian Church in Graceham, MD, will
celebrate its 260th anniversary on October 8th.
Schoeneck Moravian Church in Nazareth, PA, will
celebrate its 256th anniversary on October 3rd.
Bach at Noon—A Contata Series will be held at
Central Moravian Church in Bethlehem on Oct. 9th at
12:10 pm. Admission is free.
The 6th Bethlehem Conference on Moravian
History & Music, will be held October 11-13th.
Registration is required. For more information, visit
www.moravianconferences.org.
A Night of Chamber Music will be held at College
Hill Moravian Church on October 12th at 7:30 pm.
Admission is free.
For more details, visit
www.moravianconferences.org
Camp Hope will sponsor a Movement and Meditation
Retreat October 19-21st. For more information, call
(908)459-4435 or contact hopecenter@camphope.org.
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The Operation Christmas Child Kick-Off will be held Sunday,
Oct 28th during worship. Packet information and labels will be
provided. You may choose “Boy” or “Girl” and select an age
category. The last day to collect boxes will be Sunday, Nov. 18th.
Fill a regular shoebox (one with a separate lid) with small toys,
school supplies, hygiene products and other items suggested in the
provided information packets. They are asking that we NOT include any candy,
toothpaste or any liquid form items due to customs stipulations. Please wrap your
boxes with Christmas paper and remember the lids must be wrapped separately! If
you have extra boxes to share, please bring them to church.
Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has brought the joy of Christmas and
the Good News of Jesus Christ to children in over 100 countries. Help bring
happiness to a child this Christmas; a child who has never received a gift before; a
child who has yet to experience the love of Jesus Christ!

Harvest Home & Friendsgiving Dinner
The C.E.C. announces the 2018 Harvest Home Food Drive set to begin on
Sunday, Oct. 28th. We will be asking for specific items each week with the last food
collection being on Sunday, Nov. 18th. Each week the children will collect the food
items from the Narthex boxes and place them on the display in the Sanctuary.
For Week 1 (Oct. 28th) we are asking for canned soups and Ramen soup meals.
Week 2 (Nov. 4), personal hygiene items (deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, soaps). Week 3 (Nov. 11), canned fruits and vegetables. Week 4 (Nov.
18), canned meats (1.e., tuna, salmon, chicken, Spam) and shelf-stable meals such as
Hormel dinners. All donations will supplement our own Food Pantry.
The Friendsgiving Dinner will be held after worship on Nov. 18th. Turkey,
gravy, stuffing balls, coffee, tea and hot chocolate will be provided. We ask that you
bring a favorite family holiday side dish to share and bring the recipe for it with you!
We would like to use those recipes to create a Friendsgiving Cookbook. Feel
free to bring along more recipe cards for other favorite family holiday dishes and
desserts to add to our Cookbook! And, please, share this special day with friends
by inviting them to worship and then to stay and enjoy our Friendsgiving Dinner!

Worship Wednesday!
Check out First’s Facebook page on Wednesdays!
Every Wednesday there will be a
“mini” personal worship devotion to get you
through the rest of the week!

Diners’ Club
Please consider joining our delightful little group — and bring a friend or two for
some quality mingling with fellow Christians!
October 23: First Post
November 27: Texas Roadhouse
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October
Lectors
Oct. 7
Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 28

Bryan Bailey
Christine Dobron
Cliff Rowell
Heidi Robinson

October
Children’s Chat
Oct. 7
Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 28

Pastor Sayward
John Knokey
Pastor Sayward
All Ages Worship

October
Ushers
Lance &
Diane
Sprenkle

October
Nursery Staff
Volunteers on an
as-needed
basis

October
Gatekeepers
Oct. 7
Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 28

Gary Paules
Larry Sprenkle
Jeff Rishel
Larry Sprenkle
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(continued from page 1)
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God of geese going south
for another season, your wisdom enables us
to know what needs to be left behind
and what needs to be carried into the future.
We yearn for insight and vision.
God of flowers
touched with frost and windows wearing white designs,
may your love keep our hearts
from growing cold in the empty seasons.
God of life,
you believe in us, enrich us,
you entrust us with the freedom to close life.
For all this, we are grateful.
Amen.

October Family Events
Hurray for Fall! And get ready for some family events in October, starting with a Family Picnic & Hike on
Saturday, Oct. 6th at Rudy Park at 1:30 pm. Bring a good pair of walking shoes and your favorite picnic food to share!
Dogs are welcome!
Then join the Wurzbach family at their home in Brogue on Saturday, Oct. 13th for the
Annual Pig Gig. Festivities start around 2:00 pm. Enjoy pulled roast pork around the
camp fire, take a hayride, relax among friends! Bring a side dish or a dessert to share!
You might want to bring your lawn chairs!
Finally, get in the Christmas spirit with an evening of Candle Wrapping on Saturday,
Oct. 20th at 5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. Bring a hot covered dish and enjoy some time
with your fellow church members (bring a friend or two as well!) with delicious food and
drinks, Christmas music and … candle trimming!

Sensory Room News
The Kid’s Connections Sensory Play Group is going very well. In fact, two weeks ago, Spencer’s speech therapist
spoke of the positive effect it is having on the children she sees who are also in the play group. The play group’s
occupational therapists now have an office space in the last classroom in the Sunday School/CEC wing. This has
afforded them the ability to meet with families as well as with other professionals who may be working with the play
group from time to time. It also gives them a secure space to store all the necessary paperwork and items to be used
for later activities.

2019 Moravian Young Adult Youth Convo
Attention all youth aged 18-26 years … Explore your Moravian Mission Roots and walk in the steps of the first
Moravian missionaries!! Experience this opportunity with other young adults from across the Northern and Southern
Provinces from June 25-July 3, 2019. Participants will spend time in Hands-On Mission Work in the U.S. Virgin Islands
of St. Croix, St. John and St. Thomas, islands which were badly damaged from Hurricanes Harvey and Irma last year.
Save the date! And watch this newsletter for more details as we get them!

Newsbriefs Within Our Community
Coffee and More York C.A.R.E.S. for the Homeless recently opened the Coffee Spot, a safe and comfortable place
where people dealing with homelessness can gather to rest and relax. Located at 114 S. Duke St., the Coffee Spot is
open Monday through Friday from 1:00—2:30 pm. Mail and other services are also available there.
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Birthdays
Oct. 1
Oct. 3
Oct. 6
Oct. 9

Lewis Swartz
Jane Kerchner
Lindsey Short-Messersmith
Stephanie Bish
Kody Neil

Oct. 11
Oct. 16
Oct. 17
Oct. 24

Mary Wurzbach
Rudy Moore
Rev. Dean Jurgen
Betsy Senft
Terri Zeigler

Anniversaries
Oct. 8 Timothy & Georgia Rishel
Oct. 11 Rt. Rev. M. Blair Couch &
Mr. Warren Gericke

Oct. 12 David & Carolyn Bailey
Rich & Missy Wurzbach
Oct. 16 Rev. & Mrs. Dean Jurgen

Prayer Concerns
Members and Friends

Directory Updates
Rev. Norman &
Maria Prochnau
610-866-2560
Elisabeth Taylor
1413 Country Club Apts.
Dallas, PA 18612

Amy Ardison (Betsy Senft’s sister)
Jeanne Barshinger
Miriam Boll
Don & Audris Eckert
Marie Enterline
Peg & John Knaub
Glenn & Cheri Miley
Kathie Nicholas
Sue Paules
Samuel Pauley

Stanley Remley
John Rishel
Karrie Rishel
Cliff & Elaine Rowell
Ruth & Clair Seiple
Wes Senft
Lewis Swartz
Mary Jones

Shut-Ins
Jeanne Barshinger
Miriam Boll
Marie Enterline

John Rishel
Lewis Swartz

Happy 100th Birthday to Marie Enterline!
Marie enjoyed her special day among friends at Hoss’s Family Restaurant in
East York on Saturday, September 15th. If you haven’t already, belated
birthday wishes can still be sent to Marie!
4039 Allison Drive
York, PA 17402
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Family Corner
This month’s family corner comes as a suggestion from Thaddeus. He found a recipe for molasses cookies. They are
perfect for making together as a family this fall!

Molasses Cookies
(makes 4 dozen cookies)
http://pbskids.org/lunchlab/food/recipe/molasses-cookies

Ingredients:
12 T unsalted butter, room temperature
1C light brown sugar, packed
1 large egg
¼ C blackstrap molasses
1C all-purpose flour
1C whole wheat Graham flour*
1½ t baking soda
½ t ground cinnamon
pinch ground nutmeg
½ t kosher salt

Directions:
1. With the oven rack in the middle position, preheat the oven to
350°. Combine the butter and sugar in the bowl of a standing mixer
fitted with the paddle attachment and beat on medium speed until
smooth and creamy, scraping down the sides of the bowl, as needed.
Add the egg and mix until combined, followed by the
molasses. Add the remaining ingredients and mix until
everything is well incorporated.
2. Drop large teaspoons of dough onto an ungreased cookie sheet
about 2 inches apart, transfer to the oven and bake until the edges
are just brown, 8 to 12 minutes, rotating the baking sheet halfway
through baking. For crispy cookies, let cool on the sheet. Let the
cookie sheet cool completely between batches and repeat with the
remaining dough.
* If you don’t have Graham flour, you can substitute:
• 1 C whole wheat flour
• OR ½ C unsifted whole wheat flour + ½ C unsifted all-purpose
flour
• OR 1 C minus 3 T all-purpose flour + 3 T wheat germ

Cow-tastic!
Thaddeus Lippincott worked with Grace Valley Farms at the Frederick
Fair in Maryland Sept 20-22nd. Grace Valley Farms is owned by Pastor
Sayward’s brother, Devin Green and his wife Bri.
There were five cows taken to the Fair. Three were heifers and two
were milking cows. Thaddeus helped wash and bed all five cows.
Thaddeus showed Beauty, a Brown Swiss, who was born on January
31, 2018. The Open Class Dairy Cow Show for the Brown Swiss was
held on Sept. 20th. Thaddeus took 2nd Place in his class!
Thaddeus was also a great dairy industry ambassador. He invited
anyone who came into the barn to pet his cow Beauty. Many took him up
on his offer. He helped to take family pictures so everyone could be in a
picture with his cow.
He was also the subject of many pictures as he rested on and against
Beauty throughout the two days that he was at the Fair.
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AFFIX
STAMP
HERE

Phone: 717.843.2239
Check out our NEW website!
www.yorkfirstmoravian.org
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2018 Watchword
Let us fear the Lord our God, who gives the rain in its season, the
autumn rain and the spring rain, and keeps for us the weeks
appointed for the harvest.
Jeremiah 5:24

