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Distance
heard. Some studies say
does makes the heart grow fonder; others say no, distance can destroy a

'Distonce mokes the heort grow fonder." lt's a proverb we have all
Sun. Apr. 29
l0:30 am Camp Hope
Promo Sunday

AllAges worship
4:00 pm Unitas Chorale
Spring Concert,
Advent Moravian,

Bethlehem, PA

Sun., May l3
Mother's Day
OIde York Street Fair
Sun., May 20
l0:30 am
Pentecost
Communion

Mon., May 28
MEMORIAL DAY
Office Closed
Sat., June 2
2:00 pm
Church Picnic at
Musser's Grove

yes,

it

relationship.

ln the context of our relationship with Jesus, I would say, distance can destroy, or at
least, weaken our relationship with Jesus. Some drift away from Jesus without even
knowing it. Maybe time is short and it's a missed devotion or prayer time here or there.
Eventually, it's lust easier to skip the things that build the relationship. OLhers choose to
iust "take a break", to wall< away completely from Jesus and the church. Either way, the
relationship suffers. But what does it mean to have a relationship with God?
What a relationship with God means is that we are receiving communications from
God through the Word and through prayer. And that we take the initiative and seek God
through the Word, prayer and worship. The result is that our lives are pointed toward
God. fhat's the relationship.
"A relationship with God happens most fundamentally by the Spirit through the Word.
Don't try to run away from the Bible to find a relationship with God in the woods or in
some kind of aesthetic encounter with nature or with a great piece of art. Those are all
supplementary. Yes, the heavens are telling the glory of God (Psalm l9: l). God does use
great art and great poetry to awaken us. But if we don't center on the Bible where He is
speal<ing authoritatively and infallibly, then our relationship will become distorted by error
and sin." (ohn Piper, 'What Does lt Mean to Have a Relationship with Godt")
When we stay close to God and the Word, our relationship grows and "we remind
ourselves when we get discouraged: 'Don't be discouraged, don't be dismayed. Fear not,
l'll be with you wherever you go' (lsaiah 4 I : I 0). You remember those words and call them
to mind because they are from a promise in the Bible. Then you say, 'Thank you, Lord, I
will take this next step of obedience.' And at that moment a relationship has been enjoyed
and a communion has been experienced. And that's how you walk moment by moment
with God through this life." flohn Piper, "What Does lt Mean to Have a Relationship with
God?")
Leorn to keep close t0 Jesus, to /rsten
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to His voice, ond follow Him.

-

Billy Graham
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Attendance & Roard News
Average Attendance in Worship
April 2018
April 2017

-

Moravian News Briefs

5 Sundays: 49.5
5 Sundays: 5l

We ask for prayers for health and strength for Br.
Marvin Henkelmann, retired Moravian pastor, who
was recently hospitalized for kidney and other health
issues, and for his wife, Sr. Wilma Henl<elmann, who

qfferings-Apr. l -Apr
General: $6,748.90
Anniversary: $30.00
Maundy Thursday: $l 12.00

has moved out of their apartment and into a room at
personal care faci lity.

Easrer Envelopes: $270.00
Refurbishing Fund: $25 1.00
Food Pantry: $200.00
Smith Book: $305.00
Teddy Bear Ministry: $200.00
Memorials: $225.00
Donation for new mower: $250.00
GAP Award (Moravian Church Northern Province): $231.16

The previous month's worship services were reviewed.
Swings are to be installed in the Sensory rooms. The

Women's Corrections group met

We also ask for prayers for strength and healing for Sr.
Jacl<ie Pasquinelli, Eastern District Executive Board
member, who was recently in a car accident and is
recovering from some lingering effects of the accident.

Sr. Laura Gordon, currencly serving as pastor of the
Advent Moravian Church in Bethlehem, PA, has accepted
the call to serve as pastor of the Palmyra Moravian
Church in Cinnaminson, NJ. She will be installed April
29rh.

Sr. Melissa

Elders Report
in April

and

everything went well. The new Preschool/Playgroup,
Kids Connections, will be switching their days to
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The opening date for Kids
Connections has been changed to May Brh.

a

Johnson, currently pastor

of

Palmer

Moravian Church in Easton, PA, has accepted the call to

serve as pastor

of Advent

Moravian Church

in

Bethlehem, PA. She will be installed June l7th.

On Sale Now
Zinzendorf s Pennsylvania Journey, A Collection of
Sermons is on sale for $10 (regularly $14.95). https://
sto re.mo ravian.org/prod uct/a-co llection-of-sermonsfrom-zi nzendorfs-pennsylvania-jo u rney
The Moravian Daily Texts are being offered at a 15%
discount. lt's not too late to start the day with words
from God. Sale price: $8.93. To access sale page:

Trustees Report

store.moravian.org

The Sensory rooms are nearing completion. "Kids
Connection," the new Preschool group will begin on
Tuesday, May 8th. "Moving On," the probation program

began in April. Trustees approved the
request by the group to help with events at church,
Under New Business, the Trustees approved a salary
for Chris Downs as Financial Secretary. Carbon
monoxide detectors will need to be purchased for the
parsonage. Pastor Sayward will be mal<ing a list of things
thac need done at the parsonage.
Rick Lehigh will be having a co-worker inspect the
leaky roof in the Annex.

for women,

Food Pantry

Please remember our Food Pantry needs: prepacl<aged food items, such as granola/energy/cereal bars,
peanut butter craclcers, snack-sized fruit cups, peanut
butter, ramen soups, tuna/chicken salad snacks-to-go.
Also personal hygiene items such as toothbrushes,
coothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, and soap. And clean
grocery bags.
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I(dsfest & Family Worship

May
Lectors

Kidsfesg a weekly Sunday School

protram geared for children up to age 12, is back!
Led by Jeannette Sprenlcle and Lindsey Robinson, Kidsflest will continue until the end
of May 2018. There will be no Summerfest program rhis year.
From now until the end of May, the last Sunday of each month will be our Fomily
Worship service in the sanctuary with Praise songs and a modified (simplified) service.
Our youth and clrildren will be able to join their families during Family Worship and

6
May l3
May 20
May 27
May

experience The Story together.
Our summer worship schedule begins June 3rd and runs through September 2nd
in Fellowship Hall. There will be no Sunday School.

Unitas Chorale Spring Concert
Now in its 22nd year, the Unitas Chorale will hold its annual spring
concert on Sunday, April 29th at 4:00 pm ar Advenr Moravian in
Bethlehem, PA. The concert, "Singing with the Spirit: Psalms, Hymns
and Spiritual Songs," promises to be a joyous celebration of God's
many blessings. The Unitas Chorale is a performing arm of the
Moravian Music Foundation with Gwyneth Michel, Director and
Donna Ambler, accompanist. Visit www.moravianmusic.ord for
more information. The concert is free; donations are appreciated.

Sharon Saylor
Cliff Rowell

Chris Dobron
Heidi Robinson

May
Children's Cha[
6 Pastor Sayward
May l3 John Knokey
May 20 Pastor Sayward
May 27 none needed
Ylay

May
Ushcrs
Volunteers
Needed

Sensory Room News
Pastor Sayward is currently working wich Sharon Harlacher to plan the Open House
for the Early lntervention professionals, Look for more information in the weel<ly

bulletins about the date and time and how you can help!
We are working on hanging the swings and getting the curtains finished and hung.
Two heating & cooling units were recently purchased at Ollies at below budget!
Yeah! We are so close to completion!!! Please continue to pray for this new
ministry!

May
Nur:sery Staff

6 volunteer if needed
l3 volunteer if needed
May 20 volunteer if needed
Vay 27 none needed
May

May

I(ids Connections
Starting May Bth, Kids Connections, a skilled learning and
enrichment program for both children and parents, will be held
twice weel<ly at First from 9:00 am-ll:00 am. This new
Preschool/Playgroup program will allow children with special
sensory needs co develop continued success beyond the preschool years. lt also offers support and education for parents
to
help tlrem form meaningful connections within the
*
community. Kids Connections is the brainchild of Liz Jones and
Rande Fregm. Liz is the Occupational Therapist who came and spoke to First about
the importance of the creation of tlre Sensory Rooms. They will be using the
preschool classroom in the upstairs Sunday School wing.

+

s

May
Gatekccpcrs

6
May l3
May 20

Stan Senft

77

Jeff Rishel

May

May

Gary Paules
Larry Sprenl<le

3
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Teddy Bear Ministry
Teddy bears have invaded First! Since its inception, all the original quantity of teddy bears have
been spoken for!!! The Adult Sunday School class has decided to purchase 20 more teddy
bears for this inspiring new ministry.
The Teddy Bear Ministry is simply this: Teddy bears will located in the sanctuary. Each teddy bear will have a tag that reads, "This bear has sat among the congregation of First Moravian
Church during worship services. lt has heard God's Word of grace and mercy and prayers for
healing and comfort. lt has been loved and soaked in God's love. Now it comes to you to
share those blessings." These teddy bears may be taken by anyone to give to someone who is
in need of a sign of God's love and comfort.

r

Camp Hope News
An lntroduction to Mission at Camp Hope: May

th and May I 2th, Camp Hope, NJ.

Listen to your call
rnission, sharing your God-given skills and working with others on needed projects at Camp Hope. Take advantage

I

I

to
of this opportunity to live your faith in service to others with fellow Moravians. Cost is $10 per day or $15 for the
weel<end. Meals and overnight accommodations provided. ContactJohn Egerton at 610-217-0514 or Mike Rampulla
at 610-467-7401 for more information.

First Hosts New Program: Mouirg On
Moving On, a program for women that helps to build slcills and to provide positive strategies to overcome everyday struggles, emotions and challenges., began this past April with much success.
Moving On is a l3-week, 26-session program run by the York County Parole Office. First's location is ideal for this new support group. The group meets twice weekly on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Moving On and First will also be exploring other ways we can do ministry together in the near
future. ln fact, tlre Board of Trustees has approved a request by the group to help with events at the

church, such as assisting at the Food Pantry!
Please continue to support this life-enriching program through your prayers.

Diners'Club
Please consider loining

fellow Christians!

our delightful little group

-

and

bring a friend or two for some quality mingling with

April 30: Marino's (East Yorl<)
June 25: White Rose
July 23: Mack's (Dover) - Dinner a la carte followed by a round of Mini-Golf & lce Cream!
August 27: Red Lobster
September 25: Round the Clock Diner East
October 23: First Post
November 27 : T exas Roadhouse
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Memorial Day is more than a day to enjoy the lake or an exrra day otl work. Use
this holiday to teach your children what the day is really about. Visit a narional
cemetery, place flags or flowers on a grave and explain how numerous men and
women gave the ultimate sacrifice that we might enloy freedom! Help them
understand the price that was paid for those freedoms. Consider decorating not
only your own military family member's grave but also the grave of an "unknown"
service member. Prospect Hill Cemetery (700 N. George St.) has the Fallen Heroes
Memorial for a local place to visit.

SAY THANK YOU
Organize an activity with your neighbors and their families to write thank you cards
to veterans-or, better yet, send a care package to active troops!
The most needed item is $25 gifts cards, like Visa, MasterCard or American Express. This is how our soldiers are
able to access satellite time to call home.
When packing a care package, don't think in terms of preparing an individual box of assorted items for an individual
soldier. Distribution of goods in war zones or in conflict zones are done by distributing blocks of the same item so it
can reach and benefit many soldiers.
It would be nice to include a photo of yourself and your family as well as a personal note saying why you are
sending the care package so that soldiers will know how much the folks back home really love, respect and appreciate
them. Let them know someone bacl< home is thinking and praying about them! Your card or letter should be
unsealed and be sure to include your name, address and email address-maybe you will receive a message or a letter
from a soldier!
Make sure your name, address, email address and/or phone number is legible on the outside of the package in case
those in charge of shipment need to contact you. There is a $20 fee to cover postate.
You can ship your care package to:
Support Our Troops
13791 N. Nebraska Avenue
Tampa, FL 3361 3
For more information about packing and sending care packages, visit www.supportourtroops.org/care-packages.
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May Birthdays
2

l0

75

Missy Wurzbach
Diane Sprenkle

Terry Downs

David Rishel
26 Kyle Sprenkle

t2 Mary Fetrow
l3 Brielle Saylor
John Knokey
t5 Rick Lehigh
t7 Farrah Robinson
IB Paul Minnich

Kayden Wilson
79 Cody Martin

Abby Wurzbach

3l John Rishel

May Anniversaries
l8 Joe & Mona Kotchmar
20 Lance & Diane Sprenkle
2l Cody & Kathryn Martin

Ptayet Concerns
Members and Friends
Stanley Remley

Amy Ardison (Betsy Senft's sister)

John Rishel

Jeanne Barshinger
Miriam Boll

Karrie Rishel
Cliff & Elaine Rowell
Ruth & Clair Seiple
Wes Senft

Don & Audris Eckert
Marie Enterline
Peg & John Knaub

Lewis Swartz
Mary Jones

Glenn & Cheri Miley
Kathie Nicholas
Sue Paules
Samuel Pauley

Shut-lns
Marie Enterline

Jeanne Barshinger
Miriam Boll

Lewis Swartz
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I l:00 am Powerhouse
Prayer & Bible Study

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
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I l:00 am Powerhouse
Prayer & Bible

9:00 Sunday School

Study

l0:30 am Worship with
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Food Pantry

I

Kidsfest
5:00 pm Commission of

7:00 pm

Elders
I

3

9:00 am Sunday School

l4

l5

t6

Choir Reheanal

l7

with Kidsfest
l2:30 pm Olde
York Street Fair

l,

t8
I l:00 am Powerhouse

l0:30 am Worship

*

Prayer & Bible Study
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MOTHER'S DAY
20

5:00 pm Commission of
Trustees

2t

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal

22

23

24

I l:00 am Powerhouse
Prayer & Bible

Study

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal

27

26

25

9:00 am Sunday School
l0:30 am Wcrship with
Pentecost Communion;
Kidsfest

z8

29

30

3l

9:00 am Sunday School

l0:30 am All Ages
Worship

7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal

I
I

10:00 am Food Pantry

FIRST MORAVIAN CHURCH

AFFIX

39 NORTH DUKE STREET
YORK, PA I74OI

STAMP
HERE

Phone: 717.843.2239

Check out our NEW website!

www.yorkfirstmoravian.org
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us fear the Lord our God, who gives the rain in its season, the
autumn rain and the spring rain, and keeps for us the weeks
appointed for the harvest.

Jeremiah 5:24

